
Anatomy of the Brain and Spinal Cord, with special
Reference to the Grouping and Chaining of Neu-
rones into Conduction Paths. By Harris E.
Santee, M.D., Ph.D. Third edition, revised and

enlarged, pp. xviii, 226, xxxvi. With two illus-
trations. Chicago: E. H. Colegrove. 1903.
This little volume is a praiseworthy attempt.to

set forth the essential facts of the anatomy of the
central nervous system for the student of medicine.
Unfortunately, a fatal error was committed at the
start. It is impossible to give an adequate concep-
tion of the complex anatomy of the central nervous
system without the aid of illustrations, and the only
illustrations in the work are two misleading dia-
grams of the brain cortex. The volume before us
is interleaved, however, so that the student, if suf-
ficiently skillful, could illustrate it himself if he had
oilier books before him, but this would be a con-
siderable task. Aside from this fundamental defect
the book is concisely and clearly written, and shows
considerable study of the subject. The chapter on
the tracing of impulses through the various projec-
tion systems is especially to be commended, as

affording the best method of understanding the com-
plex anatomy of the parts, but the fulsome praise
of Dr. Eckley, who writes the introduction, that
this " is the most comprehensive exposition of the
conduction paths in our language," is somewhat in
excess. The effort to bo concise has led sometimes
to too positive statements, as that " Gowcrs' tract
carries thermic anel pathetic impulses." Abso-
lute errors, too, exist. The columns of Burdach
and Goll, for example, are described as wholly dis-
tinct,, and no mention is made of the fact that the
hitter is made up of fibers from the former. G oil's
column, we are told " carries impulses of the mus-
cular sense, anel is particularly involved in locomotor
ataxia." The elislinclion between fissures and
sulci is not observeel in the description of the brain
cortex. The reversal of the picture in reproducing
the diagram of the cortex used as a frontispiece
luis led to an unfortunate error which might mislead
the student. The picture shows the right hemi-
sphere with the centers of speech, and the text
neglects to specify the left in the elescription.
A Text-Book of the Science and Art of Obstetrics.
By Henry, J. Garrigues, A.M., M.D., Consult-
ing Obstetric Surgeon to the New York Maternity
Hospital, Gynecologist to St. Mark's Hospital,
Professor of Obstetrics in the Post-Graduate
Medical School (retired), etc. With 504 illus-
trations. Philadelphia and London: J. B.
Lippincott Company. 1902.
The author of this new work is already widely

known from his numerous writings in gynecology
and obstetrics, and particularly from his book,
*• Diseases of Women," which has been justly
popular, and has run through several editions. It
might be seriously questioned if in these times
even the most indefatigable worker could produce
two comprehensive and satisfactory textbooks
even on so closely allied subjects as obstetrics
and gynecology. This author has certainly made
very praiseworthy attempts which are well worthy
of commendation, and which would be creditable
to any writer. Although the author states that
owing to the fact that many of its principles have

been firmly established for a very long time, ob-
stetrics may be taught in a more didactic and less
discursive way than gynecology ; yet we do not find,
as a rule, that his methods are too positive. We
believe that a textbook is improved by adopting a
linn tone. There are, to be sure, statements in the
book which ¡ire open to serious question, and others
which merit the most severe criticism, and particu-
larly chapter live ; but, aside from this chapter, they
do not materially mar the good tone of the work ¡is
a whole. This book would be greatly improved by
omitting this chapter bodily from future editions,
¡is it contains many statements which had better be
left imprinted. The author's statement that in the
last twenty-five years only four really great improve-1
inents in obstetrics have been made

—

antisepsis
(with asepsis), the axis traction forceps, the im-
proved Cu-sanan section, and the revival of syinphy-
seotoiny

—

is more than questionable.
In tliis connection it is interesting to note the

author's opinion on the operation of syinphyse-
otoiny, which has not, in our opinion, merited or
received at the hands of the obstetric surgeon gen-
erally tho high position in which he places it. He
says that at the present time it is very difficult to
give rules when syinphyseotoiny is indicated, but he
is inclined to think it should bo performed much
oftener than it is in America. It is plainly evident
thill the author's ideas aro not altogether American,
but are essentially foreign, for he remarks that in
hospital practice certain rules for syinphyseotomy
might bo followed, if for no other reason than in
order to perform the operation often, to become
familiar with it and improve its technique ; that the
obstetrician in charge of such an important institu-
tion as a lying-in hospital owes greater allegiance
to science than to anything else ; while in private
practice the case is different, as the accoucheur is
here engaged to see a woman safely through her
confinement. This is decidedly contrary to the
belief and teaching in this community, at least, as
neither the law, custom or public opinion counte-
nances a man in treating his hospital patients differ-
ent from what he woulel his private patients under
similar circumstances. lie oven goes so far as to
say that dillicult forceps and version operations
ought to lie replaced by syinphyseotoiny.
The author's rules for asepsis arc usually excel-

lent. Ho depends rather more upon lysol as an
antiseptic in confinement work than is generally
customary. He also still clings to the air-borne
theory of puerperal infection, ¡is would be expected
from ¡in acquaintance with his previous writings,
and many of his old arguments are here introduced,
but many of them have become obsolete.
Wo have made a number of criticisms of the

book, those which have seemed most prominent in
our reading ; but, on the other hand, much excellent
advice is offered throughout the book. One of the
most important truisms vouchsafed is the statement
that, " if doctors would only practice antiseptic
midwifery and sock help in time, many a life might
be sparecl that is now extinguished with the perfora-
tor, or falls a prey to the no less deadly microbes."
As a whole the book is a most excellent one, and

will, we believe, after certain changes and elimina-
tions have been made, take its place among the
first half dozen of American textbooks on obstetrics.
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